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AND IDEA SHARING 



WHAT STARTED OUT AS A SINGLE THREAD OF RESISTANCE TO CRUISE HAS 


DEVELOPED INTO A MULTI-COLOURED WEB AS CONNECTIONS HAVE BEEN MADE 

WITH OTHER WOMEN'S ACTIONS AROUND RACISM, SEXISM, CLASSISM, IMPERIALISM, 

AND POVERTY. 


Grf?£EMtWi IS calj— INq ALL WOMtN-EV/E RY WHERE. TO 

join together to extend the WcS»oe wonEA/b actioi 



» r > 

DO YOU OFTEN WONDER IF YOU ARE A LONE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS? 


WOMEN'S ACTION IS USUALLY IGNORED BY THE MEDIA, SO WHY NOT BRING NEffS OR 
A WORKSHOP FROM YOUR AREA TO SHARE WITH OTHERS. WE HOPE TO HAVE 
SOMEWHERE INSIDE WHERE YOU COULD SHOW SLIDES OR FILM (NO EQUIPMENT 
AVAILABLE) BUT PLEASE CONFIRM THIS NEARER THE DATE. 


EACH CATE COOUD TAKt opJ onA^ fcA OF /NTeRESi 


Foot) hoomT/M^S AT ONJe. CAT 

A/OOcjeAf^ PACIFIC AT AA/OTHEE . 












FUTURE 


IF EV'zfZ.'i VN/Ol^fVvJ WHO COHcS 


SATURDAY 14 


Zpm s - 


IN SILENCE ME HILL JOIN HANDS AND TURN 
OUR BACKS ON THE BASE LOOKING OUTWARDS 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD. BY TURNING 
AWAY FROM THE NEGATIVE WE CAN LOOK OUT 
INTO THE POSITIVE FUTURE. 


AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS AT THE VARIOUS GATES 


SUNDAY WORKSHOPS AT THE VARIOUS GATES 


Other mass actions have 
finished on the Sunday 
with all the weekend 
women leaving. 

You have no idea how 
depressing it can be to 
sit at the fire and hear 
hundreds of women one by 
saying "Goodbye, keep up 
good work' 1 ^leaving the s 
dozen tired women to cop 
and convoys. 


December 1Uth Action* 

Greenham Co^fnon Women 1 s Peace Camp 
Newbury, Berkshire• 

Dear Friends, 

are writing to invite all women to Greenham Common on 
Saturday, December lUtht 1965, to express our mourning and 
anger at the continuing nuclear v/ar preparations and to celebrate 
our determination to win peace and justice before it is too late* 

Remember: 

December 12th 1979 -- NATO decides to site Cruise missiles 

• Europe, starting with Greenham Common. • ^ 

December 12th 1982 — 35,000 women Embrace the Base at Greenham 

and decorate the fence with symbols of life and hope. 

Thousands stay to blockade and Close the Base. 

December 11th 1983 — 50,000 women gather at Greenham and take 

down miles of the fence. v • 

DECEMBER 14 th -WIDENING- THE WES 

• ^ 

We call on the thousands of women who have ever visited 
Greenham to come back on this anniversary, bringing wo: en who 
have never been before. W0?'.EN TOGETHER WE ARE STRONG — 

Black and White; young and old; mothers, wives, lesbians, 
daughters, grandmothers; working women, homemakers, unwaged; 
disabled and-.able-bodied women. Celebrate our differences and 
recognise our power to change the world. 

I* I 

BREAK THE NUCLEAR CHAIN 

The 96 Cruise missiles planned for Greenham are equivalent, 
to 1200 Hiroshima bombs. They endanger our lives and the whole 
planet Earthr. But Cruise missiles are only part of the nuclear - 
chain-and the nuclear mentality. 

So is racism, poverty, deprivation, unemployment, sexism, 
prejudice, violence, oppression, rape, torture. 

The chain’s other deadly parts include Uranium mining, nuclear 
power,waste and dumping; weapons testing, radiation, cancers, 
the arms trade, prisons, food mountains; Polaris, Trident* sapping 
SS20s, Star Wars. * " 

Billions of pounds are spent- oh weapons v/hile people starve 
to death in Africa and Asia. The British government is planning 
to spend more than £10 billion on Trident submarines while 
hospitals and schools close and services are cut because.*- , 

we are told, there isn’t enough money to keep them going# 

The EEC hoards mountains of surplus food while poor people, 
especially pensioners and children, go hungry: women are , 
imprisoned for shoplifting to feed their families. 

In Britain-we * ve seen rising unei iployment, brutal policing,, 
and the ugly consequences of deprivation and racism. 

In South Africa the Black people are struggling for freedom 
and independence. Many have been imprisoned or killed. Women 
in Chile, Turkey, the Philippines, Iran and Iraq are tortured, 
raped and imprisoned because they continue to struggle for peace 
and freedom. The USA threatens Nicaragua with invasion and 
destruction, while in the Soviet Union dissidents are locked 
av/ay in psychiatric hospitals and prisons. Governments con us 
that we need nuclear weapons against some foreign enemy. Qur 
real enemies are the militarists and arms manufacturers. ^ 










For 40 years Europe and the U.G.A. have been testing nuclear 
weapons in the Pacific, destroying the lenders' homes* They 
and their children have died of radiation-caused deforuities, 

cancers and horrific birth defects. Cruise, Polaris, 

Trident - they've suffered then all In an undeclared nuclear 

war of our making. 

WE CANNOT SHIRK OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THESE HORRORS - 

• ■ x ^ * \ i * 

• WE MUST ACT NOW . ’V- 


DECEMBER 14th -- WIDEN IMG THE V/EB 


STRENGTHENING WOMENS LINKS 


Once again we will encircle the base. En-Close the base. 
Greenham Women 1 s Peace Camp is testimony to the pov/er of women 
and the power of nonviolence. There v/ill be no leaders to tell 
you what to do when you come here. This is your space. But some 
suggestions for the day include: bring messages, banners etc for 
women across the world; bring your warnings to let the warmongers 
of the world know that their time is up. Attach them to balloons 
or leave them on the fence or exchange them with each other. If 
you wish to take them into the base ,r choose your ovm time and come 
equipped, prepared and self sufficient. When you return home send 
postcards of protest to governments that starve, torture and kill* 
At around 2.00 pm we will link hands all the way around the base, 
keening. Then in silence we will turn our backs on the base, 
rejecting it and looking outward to the peoples of the world* 

Bring candles, sparklers and flares to Light Up the base at dusk. 


These are just ideas^ In some areas women will be taking: 
actions locally on the anniversary of December 12th (Thursday; 
and as part of the build up for Saturday. Contact your local 
CND/Greenham Support Group for details of this and buses to 
Greenham. If they aren't doing anything, take it on instead. 
Greenham wonen don't have the resources or desire for centralised 
organisation or sophisticated publicity, but we can help each ► 
other to communicate. Please copy this letter - or write your 
own - and send it to at least ten more women, asking them to 
send *it to ten more... Reaching women is widening the web. 


This action is about making links and connecting with 
women across the world* We arc gathering at Greenham because 
women's vision and persistance have made this place special to 
us, not because Greenham is the cetftrc of the web. But when 
you come, please bear in mind that women live here all year round* 
despite daily evictions. Please respect and care for the Common* 
Don't scar the Earth with careless fires, litter, shit or toilet 


paper. 

There may be heavy policing on Saturday* We are most powerful 
when we are nonviolent. Please do not resort to physical or 
verbal violence against people, animals or other living things* 
Violence undermines us, and is self defeating. 

We know and respect how hard women have to struggle in 
their own homes and localities, but when everyone goes home 
immediately after a big action at Greenham it can leave the Camp 
feeling bereft and isolated. So it would be wonderful if lots 
of women could come prepared to stay for the weekend or longer, 
perhaps to plan other nonviolent actions over this period* If 
you can, come prepared with warm waterproof clothes and bedding, 
tents, boltcutters etc.... But even if you can't stay this time, 

COME TO GREENHAM ON DEC. 14;, THEN WIDEN WEB >\ND CARRY GREENHAM 
HOME, EMPOWERED AND STRONG. _ O 
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Man# thanks to all of you who supported me while I was in prison for four months 
through your letters, cards, flowers, books, prayers, thoughts and petitions to the 
Home Office. There are many Coincidences * which I would like to share with you 
surrounding my punitive sentence and its cosmetic reduction. 

The week before I appeared at Aylesbury Crown Court I attended an inquest on a 
21 year lod woman who had been mentally ill. She died in Pucklechurch Remand Centre 
in January of this year, and I was imprisoned there at the time. I went as a witness 
to the fact that she had been refused medical attention shortly before her death. 
There were many questions not raised at this inquest and important professional 
witnesses were not present. There was other evidence which supported my statement 
but the jury found that she had died from natural causes. The Home Office solicitors 
were them in force as they had obviously been given a copy of my statement a couple 
of weeks before. I had questioned what goes on in prison, and a week later I was 
sentenced to one year on each of two charges of cutting the perimiter fence at 
Greenham Common. Was this a coincidence ? When I came out in August I learned that 
the woman who had died had been remanded for shoplifting goods to the value of 66p. 

At the appeal stage of my case I applied for legal Aid and was told that in 
order to qualify for a contribution towards my legal expenses my husband would 
immediately have t# deposit £ 4fOOO in yhe local magistrates 1 court. The cost of the 
appeal was not a tenth of this. Is it normal practice for the courts to demand this 
amount of money ? 

Q 

For thos of you who thought that the Appeal Court had shown some kind of sense 
in halving my sentence it may help to realise that en a year ! s sentence I would have 
been eligible for parole at six months, so the reduction in effect was only of two 
months and the other half being suspended means a longer parole with an added sting 
to the sentence. Suspended sentences are being used rather like the cat and mouse 
tactics against the suffragettes early this century. There are risks of boing framed 
for an offence while under a suspended sentence, as has happened to Katrina HowBe 
who was given a 4 months suspended sentence after one of these incidents at Greenham 
Common. She was given an extra 2 months so she is serving 6 months in Bullwood Hall 
Borstal in Essex. 

T^e Lord Chief Justice had given orders for me not to be in the actual court 
for the appeal. I was, however, to be in the cells. He made quite a show, for the 
benefit of the press no doubt, of pretending he didn ! t know of my presence outside 
the court, and that if he had known, I would have been able to hear the appeal. If 
this had been allowed I would have corrected the inaccuracy of part of the transcript 
read in court. This stated that in mitigation I said, M The only thing I have to say 
is, are you going to punish me for taking a cause seriously ?" What I actually said 
was, "The only thing I have to say is, are you going to pun^.h me for taking Christ 
seriously ?" I am assured by the court shorthand-writers that this was a genikine 
mistake. Was it in fact another coincidence ? 

Women who have been to prison must question British Justice which imprisons 
innocent women, the mentally ill, gives long sentences for minor offences, which 
imposes longer sentences on women than men, and that can further degrade women with 
strip-searches and by the use of strip-cells which should have been abolished long 
ago. 

It is important for Christians to speak out against all forms of oppression, 
not only of the nuclear kind, hut wherever they occur. Yhe Church is so involved 
with its presence in establishments which purve.y oppression ; by that I mean prisons 
the armed forces, and in the Church itself where some still seek to oppress women by 
not recognising their equality in Christ. It is necessary to name oppression for 
it to be recognised, and that is why on August 6th this year, just after I came out 
of prison, I put flowers on the war -memorial in Abergavenny with a card bearing the 
inscription, "For all thftse women and children who die as a result of the war that 
is continuously waged against them openly in war and covertly in times of 1 peace 1 , 
especially for all those who died at Hiroshima and Nagasaki." 

Whenever one of us is imprisoned, for short or long periods, (in the United 
States as long as 18 years) for opposing war and oppression, we must support that 
person not only with our love, but with a greater commitment. 

Lone and Peace, 


Anne Francis 
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Sue* ',A Woman in Scyal Prison, told me this- 

i ! • * : • j i ' . 1 •■•.-• . . 

During the week, the! Women work full-time- the'average wage for which 
is about £2.00 a weeje.Sue's work jis making shirts and she says that 
they go to Meds Prisons and British Nuclear Fuels,Sue is opposed .to 
Nuclear’Energy (she. doesn't think'.much of. Prisons ei ther) and feels' • I 

!.' . • .- : •• ■•!.. a '• • ... -j. i • • .* • : • | -• , 

strongly that she doesn't want to do this work1She can apply,for a 

’ * ' " ■ . 1 * ' * * • ' * \ , •’ j 

work-change but thinks that she is unlikely to^get one as she is good • 
at the job.If she wepe to? refuse jto make the .shirts, she would be! sent 
to the Punishment Block.When she came back from, the Punishment Block, 

she would be sent back to make the shirts again etc. ' 'j . 

1 1 : •• * ; i * ' j 

Sue told me that, even so, she feels badly 1 about not refusing to do 
this wdrk and that there were many other Women who felt the same, 

* • . j • * *. • ! ’ ,i . ..: ' •' ! • 

There is little,thatithe Women in Styal can do to change this situation. 
Is there anything that we can do?, .. < | ! , . u' 

I ' ! j rV 

Contact:Box F,Mushroom Book,Shop,Heathcote St.(Nottingham, i £ 

*Thls Woman's name has been changed due to my positive paranoia.^ 
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For 2 years, there have been 2 mixed peace camps at Uoensdrecht. 
Last ueek both have been totally evicted, but the camps are still 
there. 

wanted their own J only peace action camp and uere allowed 
to squat on nearby land belonging to the "atom free state" 
organisation who had bought the land (near maingate) to slow-down 
the process enlarging the base. 

There are 0 55 living at the camp now, even though it is evicted 
once a week and the police have taken benders, plastic, sticks 
tables and blankets. 
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22 October till 31 October 
from DEN HAAG to UOENSDRECHT 

for - ay - 'jith 2565552555555555 

DEN HAAG the place where the dutch parliament sits and 

the decision to place cruise at Uoensdrecht will be 
taken at Den Haag on november 1st. 

UOENSDRECHT the place where the missiles will be stationed. 
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DEN HAAG - RIUSUIOK - ROTTERDAM - DORDRECHT - M0ERDI3K 
BREDA - ETTEM LEUR - ROZEfJDAAL - 3ERGEN opZOOM - UOENSDRECHT 
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